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LAW AND ORDER 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  I received within the prescribed time today a letter from the Leader of the 
Opposition seeking to debate as a matter of public interest the following motion - 

That this House condemns the Gallop Government’s failure to honour its pre-election commitment to 
ensure the safety of the Western Australian community by increasing the number of police officers on 
our streets.   

The matter appears to be in order, and if at least five members rise in support of the matter, it can be discussed.   

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.41 pm]:  I move the motion.  I note that the 
Premier walks out of the Chamber again.  Every time we debate an issue like cannabis, child safety, public 
interest, and law and order, the Premier scampers out of the Chamber like a rabbit in the spotlight.  I will speak 
briefly in this debate and make a couple of observations.  Why is there a law and order issue mounting in this 
State?  A prime reason is that we have a Minister for Health hell-bent on decriminalising cannabis; that is his 
first priority.  We also have a Minister for Police hell-bent on legalising brothels; that is her first priority.  Little 
wonder we have problems in our community.  No wonder people do not feel safe and there is a rising tide of 
crime in our community.   

I refer to what the Labor Party promised people in this State prior to the last state election.  I refer to the ALP 
election policy titled “More Police, Better Policing”.  What a joke that is!  It states - 

Making Western Australians safe and secure in their homes and in their community is a key priority for 
a Gallop Labor Government.   

Do people feel safer in their homes under Labor?  No.  Let us look at the evidence.  In the last year of the 
coalition Government, 2000-01, 93 per cent of people surveyed indicated they felt safe at home during the day.  
The same survey question today for 2002-03 showed that the figure of personal safety at home had fallen from 
93 per cent to 88 per cent.  That was a five percentage point fall in one year under Labor.  People felt less safe in 
the their homes after one year of a Labor Government.  Similarly, people were asked in the survey whether they 
felt safe at home at night.  Under the coalition, 79 per cent of people felt safe; today, only 73 per cent.  From 
where do the figures come?  They are from the Labor Party’s own budget documents.  The Government’s survey 
information shows that people feel less safe at home during the day and at night under this Administration.  I 
notice that the police minister is not paying attention.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I can hear about six conversations around the Chamber.  Members should either listen 
to the debate or leave the House.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I direct my comments to the Minister for Police: concentrate less on legalising brothels, 
and concentrate on the job as police minister, whose prime responsibility is for law and order.  The minister is 
not interested, but the people of this State and I are interested.   

On 6 April, a man threw a boulder at a moving car, causing grievous bodily harm to the driver.  On 8 April, 
another man allegedly stabbed a 15-year-old in Nollamara.  On 28 April, a man was stabbed in broad daylight in 
Northbridge in a gang-related incident.  On 3 May, a violent clash took place in Subiaco between an associate of 
John Kizon and a member of the Coffin Cheaters.  On 10 May, a firebombing in Alexander Heights took place in 
a gang-related incident.  Seven murders took place in this State in March alone.  No wonder people feel less safe 
in their homes and on the streets in Western Australia under a Labor Government.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  One murder was of a young woman police officer. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  That is correct.  In March 2003, the most recent month for which information is available, 
there were 695 more offences committed in this State than occurred in the corresponding month a year earlier.  
We have an accelerating rate of offences, including violent offences, in this State.  However, the minister’s 
priority is to legalise brothels.  The minister should get her act together and do the job she is paid for and address 
law and order issues in this city and State.  Labor said it would be tough on crime.  The policy states - 

 Labor will be tough on crime, and tough on the causes of crime. 

The Government’s only action has been to get rid of sentences of less than six months.  As the shadow Minister 
for Police has pointed out on several occasions, people convicted of sexual assault, physical assault, car theft, 
home invasion and other offences of that nature now no longer face the threat of a jail sentence.  That is the 
reality of the so-called tough on crime policy. 
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What about the whopper of all whoppers?  The ALP election policy titled “More Police, Better Policing” states 
that Labor will “boost police numbers by 250 over four years”.  I cannot see those officers on the streets.  
Business people and citizens in the community are calling my office and writing to me indicating that they 
cannot see these police numbers.  The minister is not doing her job.  She should forget about legalising brothels 
and do the job the people of the State want done.  They want to be safe in their homes and neighbourhoods.  
Elderly parents and teenage children should feel safe on the streets of Perth and regional centres around the 
State.  Forget about the brothels for a while, minister.  These reforms may be trendy Labor Party policy, but the 
minister should do the job as required and live up to the policy commitment.  So far, the minister has been a 
spectacular failure on every aspect of policing policy.   

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [2.46 pm]:  I will add to the matter of public interest.  I will expose the Labor 
Party’s pre-election policy of an increase of some 250 police officers above the attrition rate to be nothing more 
than a cruel hoax and to be completely unachievable at this stage of the electoral cycle.  As the Leader of the 
Opposition said, the Labor Party’s “More Police, Better Policing” policy had a subheading “250 more police on 
the beat”; it reads -  

 A Gallop Labor Party will: 

•  boost police numbers by 250 over four years. 

That was a well-publicised policy that had some degree of public support.  I suggest that probably it was the 
policy that the Labor Party took to the election that had the most public support.  I cannot think of many others 
that had any public support.  In fact, that policy may have influenced the votes of many Western Australians who 
were concerned about law and order.  Some two years on, one might expect that at least half of the 250 police 
might have been delivered to the people of Western Australia.  Sadly, that is not the case.  I will spell out the 
situation for members present, and particularly the Minister for Police, who seems intent on propagating 
misinformation on the matter.  I see the Minister for Police chuckling away to herself.  I invite the minister to 
listen carefully to what I say.  She has been either deliberately lying, has no idea what is happening in the Police 
Service or has been given wrong information.   

I outline the correct information.  On 30 June 2001, at the start of the Labor Party’s first full financial year in 
power, the first opportunity the Labor Party had to influence public policy in this State, there were 4 993 police 
officers in Western Australia.  That information can be gained from the Western Australia Police Service annual 
report.  I table a page from the report for the information of members.  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  At the end of last month, there were 5 025 police officers in Western Australia - that is, 32 
police officers more than at the start of Labor’s first full financial year.  Given that members opposite had 
promised 250 extra police officers, one would expect in the order of 125 new police officers to have been 
appointed by that stage of the electoral cycle.  It has increased the number of police officers by 32.  Members 
should not simply take my word for it.  On Tuesday, 6 May 2003, Hon Derrick Tomlinson asked the Minister for 
Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services this question without notice -   

(1) How many sworn police officers were members of the Western Australia Police Service as at 
30 April 2003?  

In other words, how many coppers did we have in Western Australia at the end of last month?  The minister’s 
answer was 5 025.  I table that question for members to look at. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The Labor Party has increased police numbers by 32 since the start of its first full financial 
year in government.  That is despite a promise that it would increase police numbers in Western Australia by 
250.  That promise undoubtedly convinced some swinging voters to vote for the Labor Party at the last election, 
and has now been exposed as a hoax.   

In fact, at this stage of its term of government, the Labor Party is 93 police officers short of fulfilling its 
commitment.  It faces the problem of making up those numbers over the next two years.  How will it ensure that 
its promise of an extra 250 police officers will be kept in the next two years?  I put to members present that the 
Labor Government cannot keep that promise.  Based on history, it is almost a physical impossibility.  The 
attrition rate of the Western Australia Police Service is 194 police officers a year.  In other words, every year 194 
police officers leave the employ of the Western Australia Police Service, either voluntary or at the direction of 
the Commissioner of Police.  Once again, I back up that claim by reading to members a parliamentary question.  
On 25 February 2003, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services answered question on notice 404, which 
asked in part - 
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Will the Minister advise the number of sworn Police Officers that left the employ of the W.A. Police 
Service during the financial years ending -  

(a) 1999; 

(b) 2000; 

(c) 2001; and 

(d) 2002? 

The answer is -  

(a) 1999   198 

(b) 2000   217 

(c) 2001   180 

(d) 2002   181 

I put that question on the Table for the information of members.   

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  An average of 194 officers left the employ of the Western Australia Police Service each year 
over the past four years.  We lose 194 officers each year.  For the Labor Party to keep its pre-election promise to 
increase police numbers by 250, it will need to recruit above and beyond the average attrition rate of 194 officers 
a year.  Let us do the maths.  I know some members on the other side of the House might have difficulty 
following the maths, but I will try to keep it as simple as I can.   
Mr P.B. Watson interjected.   
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  That is particularly important for the member for Albany.  He has a lot of difficulty with 
many things, not the least of which is maths.   
The Labor Party has two years left of its term of government.  It has so far increased police numbers by 32, 
which means it must make up another 218.  The Police Service will lose 194 officers next year and 194 the year 
after that.  The Labor Party will need to recruit 109 police officers in each of the next two years.  When that 
figure is added to that of the 194 officers who leave each year, we find that the Labor Party must recruit a 
massive 606 police officers over the next two years to keep its tatty pre-election promise to employ 250 extra 
coppers in Western Australia.    
The Labor Party recruited 120 police officers last year.  It needs to recruit an extra 606 in two years, or 303 a 
year.  I put to the House that that is a physical impossibility.  This Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
and this Government are totally incompetent.  They propagated a hoax at the last election when they promised an 
extra 250 police officers.   
Once again, I will provide some supporting evidence for my claim that the Labor Party has failed to recruit the 
required number of police officers to meet its pre-election promise.  I do not want members to simply take my 
word for it.  I know members on this side of the House might be that way inclined, but I am sure members on the 
other side might be somewhat sceptical.  I point them to the Labor Party’s latest budget document.  The Police 
Service has five basic outputs: community support, crime prevention and public order; emergency management 
and coordination; traffic management and road safety; response to and investigation of offences; and services to 
judicial processes.  In every one of those outputs, the Police Service failed to achieve the required number of 
full-time employees budgeted for by the Labor Party in its last budget.  Every one fell short of the mark.  If the 
figures for all the outputs are compiled, we see that the Labor Government was 109 police officers short of the 
mark.  That magical figure of 109 is the number of police officers required to be recruited each year for the next 
two years to meet Labor’s pre-election promise.  I refer to the outputs.  Page 687 of the latest budget paper tells 
us that the Labor Party budgeted for 2 274 full-time employees to undertake the job of community support, crime 
prevention and public order.  The actual number who took part in that output last year was 2 234, about 40 fewer 
than was budgeted for.  Page 689 of the latest budget paper deals with the emergency management and 
coordination output.  It is a very important output in the light of recent world events such as September 11 and 
more importantly the bombing in Bali, which is a lot closer to home.  The Labor Party budgeted for 84 full-time 
employees to work towards that particular output.  It achieved 82, two fewer.  Page 691 of the latest budget 
paper refers to the traffic management and road safety output, an output very dear to the heart of my friend from 
Carine.  The budgeted number of full-time employees for that output was 1 032.  The number that was achieved 
is 1 013, considerably fewer than was budgeted for.  Page 694 deals with the response to and investigation of 
offences.  That is another very important output.  The Labor Party budgeted for 2 102 full-time employees and 
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achieved just 2 064, which was down from 2 083 in the 2001-02 budget.  Page 696 of the latest budget deals 
with services to the judicial process.  Last year the Labor Party budgeted for 576 full-time employees to work 
towards that output.  It achieved only 566 full-time employees.  It is not as though the police budget contains 25 
outputs; it has only five.  In each of those five outputs the Government has fallen short of the mark in providing 
the budgeted number of full-time police employees.  In fact, it was short by 109 officers.  I do not know if the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services has read the budget papers.  If she has not, I am sure she will avail 
herself of them in the very near future.  When we put these things to the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services she sends out a mixed message.  On the one hand she says, “It is all happening.  We are under way and 
we will achieve that promise when the time comes.”  However, on the other hand, she says, “I gave the police 
department the money, and it is its fault that it has not done it.”  Can we imagine the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure saying, “It is not my fault.  I gave the Department of Transport money for a new road but it did not 
build it”?  The Minister for Police wants to bunker down in her St Georges Terrace office, or wherever it is, and 
play no part in the police department.  She does not follow through with her promises.  She is not interested in 
the running of the police department.  She says, “I gave it the money, but it did not do anything with it.”  What 
an absolute joke!  What an indictment of the Minister for Police!  We would think she would have followed it 
through.  We would think she would have gone there every month, or even every two months, and said, “Where 
are all these extra coppers that I gave you the money for?”, just as the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
would do if she had given the Department of Transport some money to build a road.  We would not find that 
minister saying she gave it the money but it did not build the road.  There would be an absolute uproar if she said 
that.  Why there is not an absolute uproar with regard to the comments of the Minister for Police I am not sure.   
Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Because you are telling fibs.  That is why.   
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The minister is certainly running her department by remote control.  However, even when 
she says she gave it the money but it did not provide the extra coppers she is still not being completely honest, 
unfortunately.  What the minister has done in this year’s budget can be found in the Premier’s recent press 
release, which states that the budget will provide funding for an additional 60 police officers.  I have just made 
the case that we need 109 police officers in the forthcoming budget and we need a further 109 police officers in 
the budget following that in order for Labor to meet the attrition rate of 194 officers a year and to meet its pre-
election commitment of an extra 250 police officers.  On the one hand the minister has not been providing those 
extra police officers, and on the other hand she has not been providing the police department with enough money 
to do the job.  It is as simple as that.  People are sick and tired of hearing political parties front up to an election 
campaign and make extravagant promises in the hope that they can solicit the odd vote or two and then not 
follow through.   

Law and order is a very important issue, particularly at election time.  It is an issue that is very dear to people’s 
hearts.  It is certainly an issue that is dear to my heart in the electorate of Kalgoorlie.  In Kalgoorlie, in my view 
and in the view of many community leaders, we are some 10 to 12 police officers behind the eight ball.  My 
friend the member for Ningaloo tells me he has a significant crime problem in his electorate.  My friend the 
member for Greenough, another very good local member, tells me that he also has a significant problem in his 
electorate with crime, particularly juvenile crime.  Rome is burning, and all this mob opposite can do is legalise 
prostitution!   

Mr N.R. Marlborough interjected. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The member for Peel does not have a clue what he is talking about.  You clown!   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  You have been out there with your white shoe brigade, collecting money in Darwin. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Peel to order for the first time.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Speaker -  

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Do not give us your sanctimonious position when you have been acting like a pretend 
millionaire in Darwin! 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I learnt many years ago never to argue with idiots, because they will drag us down to their 
level and beat us on experience every time.  That is why I shall not engage in an argument with the member for 
Peel.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Have you been to Darwin to go sailing?   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  No, you clown! 

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Have you been to Darwin as a commodore for four days?   
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The SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for Peel can have his chance to contribute to the debate once he stands on 
his feet.  I call the member for Peel to order for the second time.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Thank you for your protection, Mr Speaker, from that tirade.  A number of other issues need 
to be considered in the context of this debate.    

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You are very good at using sailing clubs for your own purposes. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  What is wrong with members opposite?  I do not belong to any sailing club, you clown! The 
minister is the one who belongs to a sailing club.  Does the minister want me to talk about that?  Does the 
minister want me to talk about his sailing club and the allegations that have been made against him at his sailing 
club?  Does he want me to put that on the public record here and now? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The minister would not like me to do that, would he?  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We will wait until the ACC talks to you about it.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Have members all finished?  I am sure the member for Kalgoorlie wishes to continue 
his remarks on the motion.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I have pretty much finished my remarks.  I simply wanted to make the point that Rome is 
burning, crime is out of control in this State, particularly juvenile crime, and all the Labor Party can do is 
introduce legislation to support druggies, union thugs, prostitutes, radical greenies and all of the other minority 
groups who have the ear of the Labor Party.  This is the modern day Labor Party - new Labor.  That is what this 
is all about.  The Labor Party does not give a stuff about the number one priority in the community - law and 
order.  Let me reiterate.  The Government has  increased police numbers by 32 since it came into office, despite 
its promise to increase them by 250.  It is an indictment of the Minister for Police that she does not give a stuff 
about her department.  She simply wants to drive around in her ministerial car and enjoy the trappings of office 
and hope the police get it right.   
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Albany to order for the first time.   

MR R.A. AINSWORTH (Roe) [3.09 pm]:  I wish to indicate the National Party’s support for the motion.  We 
know the effect of the Government’s lack of success in honouring its pledge to put on additional police officers.  
The Labor Party’s pre-election commitment was to boost police numbers by 250 officers over four years.  My 
understanding of boosting police numbers is not to put on 250 new police officers but to put on 250 officers over 
and above the number that it started from.  That means that the Police Service may have to recruit 400 or 500 
police officers, or even more, to take account of the attrition rate.  That has not been happening.  If we take the 
Police Service generally, not only the police officers but also the backup staff and other people who are 
necessary to make the system work, according to the Budget Statements the total number of full-time equivalents 
employed in the Police Service increased by 18 in 2002-03 and is estimated to increase by 97 in 2003-04.  Even 
if those FTEs were all police officers, it would still be a long way short of the boost of 250 additional officers 
required to meet the commitment that the Labor Party made when it came into office.  The Labor Party said 
before the election that having more police on the beat and better policing strategies is a vital element in the fight 
against the State’s crime problems; the police are the front line when it comes to dealing with criminal and 
antisocial behaviour and must be properly resourced to do their job properly.  I do not think there is one person 
in this House who would disagree with that statement.  What we are complaining about is the fact that that 
statement of intent by the Labor Party and this minister has not been and will not be met, because the 
Government cannot possibly do that during its current term in office.  I disagree with the member for Kalgoorlie.  
I do not think the Government has two years left in office.  It has a bit less than that.  The Government will not 
be able to produce sufficient new police recruits and have them trained and on the beat in order to have a genuine 
increase of total police numbers of 250 in a four-year period.  It just is not possible.  It is not just the opposition 
parties who are making that claim.  The Western Australian Police Union, whose heart and soul is right in the 
middle of this, because it is its responsibility to represent the needs and aspirations of its police members, is 
saying precisely the same thing.  It is saying that the Government has not made adequate provision to comply 
with the new enterprise bargaining agreement.  It has also not made adequate provision to comply with the 
requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Act or to fully replace all police pistols, and it is not meeting 
its commitments on extra police.  What commitments has the Government met?  If the Western Australian Police 
Union, which one would expect would normally be more on side with the Labor Government than our side of the 
House, is making these claims and statements, it is either telling untruths or exposing what the Government is 
not doing.  I suspect the latter is the case; in fact, I know it is. 
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I also have some other concerns about resourcing the Police Service generally, particularly in regional areas.  On 
page 67 of budget paper No 3, savings of $6.7 million per annum are expected by 2005-06 as a result of the 
refinement of administrative processes and functions and the delivery of new technology.  I argue that the police 
need that new technology.  They were lagging behind in the technology they had, but there have been 
progressive improvements since steps were initiated by the previous Government, and have been carried on by 
this Government, to better resource the police with equipment.  However, to suggest that there will be a saving 
of $6.7 million by that time suggests also that savings may result from the removal of services from some areas.  
The most likely target would be some smaller regional centres.  The regions are very nervous about an attempt to 
take away their police services.  There has been a move towards the closure or downgrading of some smaller 
stations.  We believe that step will lead to a further loss of police staff and resources in the regions where they 
are so desperately needed. 
Some of the other measures that the police minister has been part of, such as the introduction of legislation that is 
soft on drugs and the aims to push criminal elements of the prostitution industry underground, will require more, 
rather than fewer, police resources.  The situation is quite clear.  The Government’s own statistics, not just the 
figures that opposition members and I have put before this House, show that the Government has abysmally 
failed in its job. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [3.12 pm]:  It was a wise 
person who once said that things are not always as they seem.  There is no better illustration of that than when 
the member for Kalgoorlie went to Melbourne in Melbourne Cup week last year.  People in this House assumed 
that he had gone to see the Melbourne Cup.  Of course, he came back and said no, that was not the case; 
although he may have been at the races, he did not watch the races.  Maybe he was looking out for girls or 
maybe he was at the bar.  I do not know what he was doing.  However, one thing that he did say was that he was 
having a week’s holiday.  It seems that this week, the budget debate week, he has had another week’s holiday.  I 
was told that he went to Darwin fishing.  I wanted to put that to him, but he scurried out of the Chamber.  Maybe 
he was in Darwin fishing; maybe he was not.  Maybe he was fishing when the hall of fame in Kalgoorlie was 
opened.  I make that point because things are not as they seem with the member for Kalgoorlie.  I give this 
warning to the Leader of the Opposition and other members opposite: do not trust him.  They should not trust a 
single fact that he puts in front of them. 
Mr B.K. Masters interjected. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I have half an hour to make my case, and I am quite relaxed about using that time. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  Order, members!   
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  We can see how sensitive members opposite are, because they are already beginning to 
sense that they have got it wrong.  I began my address by saying that things are not always as they seem and that 
members opposite should not trust the member for Kalgoorlie.  The arguments that have been put forward by the 
Opposition are without any foundation at all.  They are absolutely fallacious.  The Opposition stands condemned 
for launching such a deceitful campaign.  Knowing that it has the facts wrong, it continues to propagate lies and 
deceit in the community. 

I will explain the situation to the Opposition once again; and I have put it on the record previously. 

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The member for Darling Range keeps interrupting.  He is probably the most unsuccessful 
police minister in the history of this State.  I have no desire to hear interjections from him. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is my time and I believe I have the call. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I will call members to order if they persist with their interjections.  The minister has 
indicated that she does not wish to take interjections. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I do not intend to be bullied by interjections.  I will put the case on the record, as the 
Opposition requested.  I will put all the facts about police numbers in this State on the record.  I have no shortage 
of time.  I will certainly put the facts on the record, because it is an excellent story and a situation of which the 
Government is proud. 

We must look back a little.  In the lead-up to the move to the new academy in Joondalup, it was always known 
that there would be a hiatus or a gap in recruitment in the time between moving from the Maylands Police 
Academy to the Joondalup Police Academy. 
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Mr R.F. Johnson:  Why should there be? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Because that is how the member’s Government planned it.  That was the plan approved 
by the previous Minister for Police, the previous member for Albany, who lost his seat at the last election.  A 
complete gap in the recruitment of officers had been approved then.  However, in my view, the previous Minister 
for Police does not stand condemned for that.  I congratulate him on it, because he and the commissioner ensured 
that they over-recruited in the six months leading up to that hiatus.  When we came to office, we found that 
because the Police Service takes account of the attrition rate, they recruited more than the number of full-time 
equivalents they were entitled to recruit according to the government and Treasury formula.  To pluck a figure at 
a given moment in time and compare it with another figure is never a fair comparison.  At some points in time - 
there was a particular case - more police must be recruited than at other times.  Because groups go through the 
academy and graduate at certain times, the difference in the number of police officers on one day compared with 
the next day can be as many as 60 or 70.  I believe a group of police officers will graduate from the academy on 
Friday. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Recruits are included in sworn officer numbers.  Don’t you know that? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  No, the member for Kalgoorlie does not have a clue.  He should apologise and perhaps 
sit in his place and learn something. 

Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member for Kalgoorlie - for the third time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The Opposition continues to be inane and challenge the facts.  If it does not want to hear 
the facts from me, it should not have put the motion forward.  Since I have been on my feet, all members 
opposite have done is interject inanely, because they do not want the facts put on the record.  After I have put 
them on the record, I will invite the Commissioner of Police to also put them on the record for the Opposition 
during the Estimates Committee hearings next week.  Opposition members can accuse him of lying if they like, 
but from my point of view he tells the truth. 
I will put the facts on the record.  The approved strength of the Police Service as at 1 March 2001 was 4 698 full-
time equivalents, which is to be increased by 250 FTEs to 4 948 FTEs during the term of this Government.  In 
the first two years of government, we have delivered an additional 115 police officers above the attrition rate.  
As at June 2003, 567 police will have been recruited, of whom 115 are part of the Government’s initiative for 
additional police.  A further 135 police will be recruited during 2003-04 and 2004-05.  On top of that, from 1 
July 2003 to 1 March 2005, based upon current projections, the WA Police Service will need to recruit those 135 
additional police plus 315 for attrition - a total of 450 police officers.  The member for Roe stood in this 
Chamber and said that, to cover attrition and the promise it made, the Government might have to recruit 400 or 
500 police officers in its term.  He was so far wrong it is not funny.  Guess how many police officers the 
Government is recruiting over four years?  Over 1 000 police officers will be recruited through the academy.  
That is the real story.  If members opposite ask the Commissioner of Police, the command team, the Treasurer or 
the Under Treasurer, they will find out how many recruits will be recruited through the academy.  That is the 
fabulous story of the Gallop Government: 1 000 new police officers will be recruited through the academy 
during our term of government.  That is the truth.  The lies and the deceit come from members opposite.  They 
should be damned for perpetuating such lies in the community and for undermining people’s confidence in the 
Police Service, so that it cannot get on with the job it is paid to do.  That schedule is in place and we will be able 
to achieve those levels.  Over 1 000 new police officers will be recruited in four years.  Despite the fact that 
members opposite have run down our academy and its capacity to recruit, I am advised that our police academy 
is more than capable of dealing with that issue and is getting on with the job of recruiting those officers.   

Let us look at more of the deceit of members opposite.  The member for Kalgoorlie selectively quoted from the 
answer to a question asked by Hon Derrick Tomlinson, which he had the audacity to table in this Chamber.  One 
part of the question asked by Hon Derrick Tomlinson states -  

(3) How many sworn police officers left the Police Service between 31 January 2001 and 30 April 
2003?   

The answer I gave was 377.  Think about that: 377 police officers left in that 15-month period.  He also asked -  

(4) How many recruits joined the Police Service between 31 January 2001 and 30 April 2003?   

That is the same period.  The answer I gave was 530.  Over that 15-month period, 153 additional police officers 
were recruited over and above the attrition rate for that period; that is, I deducted the 377 officers who left the 
service from the 530 who joined.  Have members opposite used those figures?  Those figures possibly give an 
inflated view of the situation.  However, members keep asking questions about various time frames, and when 
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they get a time frame that suits them, they start citing those figures and saying that they prove something.  
Nothing the member for Kalgoorlie has said today proves a single thing.   

Mr F.M. Logan:  He’s slippery. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Slippery!  He partly quoted from answers to questions asked in the upper House!  He did 
not like the answer that indicated that the Government had recruited 153 more officers over that 15-month period 
than had been lost through attrition, so he selectively did not use it.  He said that the Government had recruited 
only 32 more police officers in the entire time it had been in office, yet the answer that Hon Derrick Tomlinson 
received demonstrated that during a 15-month period we gained 153 more officers than we lost.  What a 
nonsense and what nonsense we have heard from the Opposition!   

Opposition members have taken the opportunity during this debate to criticise our record in government.  Let us 
look at the record of the previous Government.  In its last four years in office, not one additional police officer 
was recruited above those lost through attrition.  On top of that, during the Estimates Committee hearings in this 
House in 2000, I asked the then Liberal Minister for Police how many additional police officers he intended to 
recruit in each of the next four years, given all the problems that were occurring and given that Kalgoorlie was 
short about 15 police officers at the time.  Kevin Prince said none, none, none and none.  The Liberal 
Government had not recruited any police officers in the previous four years, and it did not plan to recruit any in 
the next four years until the Labor Party embarrassed it.   

The previous Government also failed to address the issue of corruption in the Police Service.  It swept it under 
the carpet and pretended that it did not exist.  I think people now know better.  It also had no forward planning 
for crime fighting.  It had hollow policies for, and no commitment to, what it alleged it would do.  For example, 
let us look at its lack of commitment to the computer-aided dispatch and related communication system and the 
Delta communications and information technology project.  It said that it would set up those projects.  It just did 
not budget for them!  Tens of millions of dollars were budgeted for because it was in the never-never.  I suggest 
that it was never going to happen under the previous Government.  It paid lip-service to DNA legislation.  It did 
not even introduce it into the Parliament.  When we came to office, Western Australia was the only State in 
Australia that did not have DNA legislation.  There was more trickery, because when I looked in the budget for 
the funding for the implementation of the DNA legislation that it had been talking about but had not introduced, 
I found $1 million in the forward estimates to implement DNA legislation.  Members should compare that with 
our record and the $22 million that we budgeted for it.  There is no comparison.  The answer I gave in the House 
yesterday clearly demonstrates the immense success we are having with the DNA legislation.  It was hard to put 
that money in the budget.  What was even harder, and what we have been criticised for, was taking police 
officers, section by section, out of police stations and training them in DNA techniques and the implementation 
of the legislation.  They got advice on how to take samples and so forth, as well as on the legislation.  Every 
police officer in this State was trained in the new legislation and how to proactively use the DNA technology.  
This will pay immense dividends for this State in the future.   

The previous Government also failed to tackle the difficult issue of organised crime.  In eight years it failed to 
put in place occupational health and safety legislation for our police officers - something that this Government 
has already delivered on.  Let me compare that with our record.  In three budgets we have increased the output 
for police by over $90 million.  We have put more police officers on the street.  In our first two budgets, 110 
more police officers were recruited than were lost through attrition.  We have established the Royal Commission 
Into Whether There Has Been Any Corrupt or Criminal Conduct by Western Australian Police Officers.  We 
have invested more than $20 million in DNA technology, and we have plans to build nine specialist police 
stations in regional Western Australia as part of the Government’s $75 million commitment to implement the 
Gordon inquiry recommendations.  We have enacted legislation to deal with outlaw motorcycle gangs and 
organised crime in Western Australia.  For the first time police officers are covered by occupational health and 
safety legislation.  We have introduced new legislation to address the removal of officers from the Police 
Service, which the previous Government had been unable to deal with in the previous few years.  We have put in 
place country incentives for police officers and have backed them up with proper funding.  We have expanded 
the role for both the mounted and canine sections of the Police Service.  Beyond doubt, we have delivered.   

Members opposite have been deliberately mischievous in their comments.  They should not continue to 
perpetuate deceit in the community.  I am glad the member for Roe has returned to the Chamber.  The member 
suggested that we might have to recruit 400 or 500 police officers in our term of office to get the 250 additional 
officers.  We are committed to recruiting more than 1 000 new recruits through the academy over four years, and 
that has been backed up with funding.  The Commissioner of Police is doing that job.  As for the nonsense 
perpetuated by the member for Kalgoorlie when he said that maybe the minister has given the Police Service the 
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money and it is just not doing it, the fact is that the minister and the Government have given the Police Service 
the money and it is doing it and it is delivering.   

Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I have told the member for Kalgoorlie previously that I used to teach maths and if he 
wants me to go through the figures with him very slowly, I can.  I suspect that he was not a very good student.  I 
think you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.J. Dean), may have been a teacher too.  Teachers get to know the students 
who do not quite follow things as quickly as others, and I think the member for Kalgoorlie was one of those 
students.  Perhaps if he reads slowly in Hansard the comments I have made today, he might finally understand.  
If he does not want to hear it from me, perhaps I can get the Commissioner of Police or a member of the 
command team to explain to him slowly how we are on track to delivering 1 000 new police officers into the 
Police Service.   

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands) [3.30 pm]:  I have tried to listen carefully to both the member for 
Kalgoorlie and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.  I wanted to understand any figures or 
information provided by the minister.  Following her somewhat convoluted explanation about the figures for 
new recruits and the attrition rate in the Police Force, I ended up more confused than when she started.  I was 
reminded of the old saying that there are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, and statistics.  It was very 
confusing, and I would like to have been convinced.  The minister said several times in her speech that she had 
recruited more than 1 000 new police officers. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I could not understand the minister because she was throwing figures around everywhere. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  It was very hard to hear what the minister was trying to get across, what with the yelling 
and members interjecting.  Perhaps the minister could have simplified the figures for us so that we could 
understand.  She kept saying that she will recruit more than 1 000 new police officers during her only four-year 
term in government, but she did not say what the attrition rate would be.  If she had done that, I would have had 
a clear picture of what she was doing. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  It is about 750 and 250; it is quite simple. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The minister did not make that clear.  Perhaps she could think about how she presents that 
type of information in future.  What is important is what happens when those police officers go about their work.  
At the moment the people of Western Australia are very disappointed in the performance of the Police Service in 
some areas.  One of the areas that affects all of us and our constituents is the most extraordinary situation in this 
State when it comes to house break-ins.  This affects people in their day-to-day lives.  Western Australia has a 
14 per cent clearance rate for house break-ins, which makes it the home burglary capital of Australia.  I ask the 
minister why her police officers are not doing something about that.  That is what matters; not the numbers or the 
argument about how many she is recruiting and how many are leaving.  The quality of the work they are doing 
affects the day-to-day lives of Western Australians.  Western Australians want to be safe on the streets and in 
their homes.  At the moment they do not feel safe in their homes. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The minister should go back and look at a few of the questions I have asked over the past 
12 years about clearance rates and she will be educated. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  You may have put them on notice, but you have never raised them verbally in the House. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I have done so, and I have raised them during estimates hearings.  The minister can go 
back and look at those as well.  She should not make up that rubbish. 

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Under both Governments the police capacity has been abysmal, starting from the top with the 
commissioners and moving downwards.  They should think about resigning. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  It is certainly abysmal when it comes to the day-to-day lives of people who do not feel 
safe in their homes. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Do you think the commissioner should think about resigning, as the member for South Perth 
said? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The commissioner should be applying himself to the clearance rates of home burglaries, 
for example, and then I will be satisfied that he is doing a good job.  We will all be happy when we see an 
increase in those clearance rates, but it has been going on like this for year after year.  We should not argue about 
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numbers; we should insist that this Government make sure that the police are doing a good job in the day-to-day 
lives of Western Australians. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (20) 

Mr R.A. Ainsworth Mr J.H.D. Day Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mrs C.L. Edwardes Mr B.K. Masters Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr J.P.D. Edwards Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr M.J. Birney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.G. Pendal Dr J.M. Woollard 
Dr E. Constable Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr R.N. Sweetman Mr J.L. Bradshaw (Teller) 

Noes (27) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr S.R. Hill Ms S.M. McHale Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr C.M. Brown Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr N.R. Marlborough Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr M.P. Whitely 
Dr J.M. Edwards Ms A.J. MacTiernan Mr J.R. Quigley Ms M.M. Quirk (Teller) 
Dr G.I. Gallop Mr J.A. McGinty Ms J.A. Radisich  

            

Pairs 

 Mr A.D. Marshall Mr J.N. Hyde 
 Mr W.J. McNee Mrs C.A. Martin 

Question thus negatived. 
 


